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House 

Authority toContinue Temporarily; 


By DAVID BURNHAM . , ' 

Special to The Hew York Times 11 ' 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 2— The House’ of . 
Representatives, overcoming ’ the t objec- 
tions of a substantial number of its mem- 
bers, voted tonight, 237 to 164, to re-es- 
tablish the Select House Committee oh 
Assassinations until March 31. ' ' 

At that time; according to the authoriz- 
ing resolution, the committee will be re*- 1 
quired to submit its rules and investiga- 
tive plans for reconsideration' by j the; 
House. ; 

The resolution was worked out by the 
Democratic leadership after a number of 
House members of both parties raised a 
variety of objections to the proposed in- 
vestigation of the deaths of President* 
Kennedy in 1963 and the R6V* Dr! Martih' 
Luther King Jr. in 1968. , 

Some members were shocked, by t;he : 
committees request, shortly, after it was 
established last September, for $13 miK : ; 
lion for a two-year investigation. Others 
objected to a plan, now apparently aban- 
doned, to use hidden microphones and 
psychological stress : evaluators to Secret- 1 
ly test the credibility of witnesses. 

Some members, such as Representative 
Timothy E. Worth, Democrat of Colorado, ■ 
raised questions about the record of the 
committee's chief counsel and director, 
Richard A. Sprague, a former Philadelphia 1 
prosecutor. 

The resolution was approved by the 
House shortly after, the publication oT 
ne\Vs reports that the Justice. Department 
had completed an inquiry fhat, concluded 
that James Earl Ray had !acted alone in 
t the killing of Dr. King. : " 

I The 148-page report by the depart- 


ment's office of professional responsibil- 
ity rebortedly was ! based on a review of 
300,000 documents and the. testimony 'oT 
40 witnesses. A. . Justice Departmdnf 
spokesman said today, that it wouH^bU' 
made public as soon' as certain names" 

, had been removed io protect the privacy^ 
i of innocent individuals. . , ! : ' . ' : ' £5rtl - 

After the vote, Representative Thorn^ 
P.' O’Neill Jn of Massachusetts, the.Speak-;' 
cr of the House, appointed Represented^ 
Henry B. Gonzalez, Democrat of Texa^ 
as chairman of the, re-established c6tnmH>h 
tee.'' 1 ' :V ; ‘ : : ■ y ; „ t : m 

Mn Gonzalez, at a ‘ neWs.'.confbrfen'ttr 
later, said that he planned to iall a meetly 
ing of the committee tomorrow to begir^ 
developing its . rules and investigative- 
plans* Mr* Gonzalez,, who Was with fbe : 
Presiclehtiar paHy' in Dallas 6h‘ Nov. *22^ 
1963, when President Kennedy was killB*jj 
said that the ; question^ of Mr. ! Sprague’s^ 
continued work with, the committee also 
would be examined in the coming weeks,. 



